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TAGS: PINT, KS, US 

SUBJECT: KIM SANG-KUN CASE: PRESS GUIDANCE 

1. DEPARTMENT DECEMBER 8 PREPARED EOLLOWING GUIDANCE RE- 
GARDING PRESS REPORTS FROM SEOUL QUOTING "HIGH ROKG OFFI- 
CIAL’'TO EFFECT THAT KIM SANG-KUN BEING HELD BY USG AGAINST 
HIS WILL: 

QUESTION: REPORTS FROM SEOUL SAY THAT KOREAN OFFICIALS ARE 
DEMANDING THE RETURN OE ONE OF THEIR EMBASSY OEFICERS WHO IS 
REPORTED TO BE SEEKING ASYLUM IN THIS COUNTRY. THE REPORT 
SAYS THE ROKG RELIEVES IT HAS NO GROUNDS FOR BELIEVING 
MR. KIM CHOSE FREELY TO STAY IN THE U.S. WHAT CAN YOU SAY 
ABOUT THIS REPORT? 

ANSWER: MR. KIM SANG-KUN CHOSE FREELY TO SEEK TO REMAIN IN 
THE U.S. AND THE KOREAN GOVERNMENT HAS BEEN EULLY INEORMED 
OF THIS. THEREFORE, THERE IS NO BASIS FOR STORIES LIKE THIS 

QUESTION: HAVE KOREAN GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS HAD ACCESS TO 
MR. KIM, AS THE SOVIETS HAD ACCESS TO THE MIG 25 PILOT 
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ANSWER: THE KOREAN EMBASSY HAS ASKED EOR ACCESS TO MR. KIM. 


HOWEVER, THUS FAR, MR. KIM HAS REEUSED TO SEE ANY REPRE- 
SENTATIVES OE HIS GOVERNMENT. 

QUESTION: ISN'T THIS UNUSUAL? DON'T OEFICIALS SEEKING 
ASYLUM IN THE U.S. HAVE TO MAKE THEIR VIEWS KNOWN TO 
THEIR GOVERNMENT? 

ANSWER: THIS IS ALWAYS A DECISION THE INDIVIDUAL INVOLVED 
MAKES EOR HIMSELE. 

2. GUIDANCE WAS USED IN NOON BRIEFING IN RESPONSE TO A 
NUMBER OE QUESTIONS BASED ON SEOUL STORIES. ROBINSON 
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